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Mason-Lake Conservation District
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Events

Webinar on Invasive Species Management in
and around the Ludington State Park Hosted by Friends of Ludington State Park
Thursday April 8th, 2021 from 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Friends of Ludington State Park will be hosting a webinar to highlight how local conservation organizations are
teaming up to address Hemlock Woolly Adelgid and other invasive species. Presenters for this webinar include Jim
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Gallie, Ludington State Park Superintendent; Kathy Winczewski from A Few Friends for the Environment of the
World (AFFEW); and Dani McGarry of Mason-Lake Conservation District.
To register, please follow this link:
https://friendsofludingtonstatepark.org/event-4178461

Earth Day - Restore Our Earth
Hosted by AFFEW
April 6th - 24th
Join AFFEW this year with celebrating Earth Day! In celebration of Earth Day, AFFEW is offering activities that
include weekly webinar presentations starting April 6th and
some guided nature hikes with local author and botanist Dave Dister
and Ludington State Park interpreter Alan Wernette.
Please follow the link below to learn more about the presentations and guided hikes! There will also be information
on how to sign up for the events.
https://www.affew.org/2021/03/14/earth-day/

Webinar on the MiCorps Program
and Aquatic Invasive Species Hosted by NCCISMA
Thursday April 15th, 2021 from 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm
The North Country Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (NCCISMA) is
hosting a webinar on Thursday April 15th, 2021 from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm.
Erick Elgin of MSU Extension and Mary Hansen of Muskegon River Watershed Assembly will join NCCISMA to
discuss the MiCorps program and answer questions relating to surveying and monitoring for aquatic invasive
species.
To register, please follow this link:
https://zoom.us/j/92524965789?pwd=ZUNwSENEY2xCcE9WMFRaaGlIN2RzUT09

Not in MI waters: Responding to
watchlist aquatic plants in Michigan
Webinar hosted by the Michigan Invasive Species Program
Tuesday April 20th, 2021 from 9:00 am to 10:00 am
The Michigan Invasive Species Program is hosting a webinar on Tuesday April 20th, 2021 from 9:00 am to 10:00
am. Presenter Bill Keiper, an aquatic biologist with the
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, will share his field experience working with
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partners to control European frog-bit, parrot feather and other recently introduced aquatic invasive plants.
Following the presentation,
participants will have the opportunity to ask questions.
To register, please follow this link:
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8187415891385204751

Sustainable Farming Webinar
recording Now Available!
Thank you to those who joined us online for our recent sustainable farming webinar!
If you couldn't attend the webinar or wanted to check it out again, we have posted
the recording to our YouTube Channel. Click the link below to check it out!
https://youtu.be/WLS8A6ohZwQ - Hosted by the Manistee, Mason-Lake, Muskegon, Newaygo, Oceana, and
Osceola-Lake Conservation Districts in partnership with MSUE.
The Sustainable Farming Webinar introduces what the Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program
(MAEAP) is, why the program is important for farms, and how farms can be involved in the program. The webinar
also includes a presentation on cover crops and best management practices for grazing livestock, nutrient
management, produce safety, pollinator stewardship, forestry, and programs and practices available through the
Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS).

News

Accepting Applications!
The Manistee Conservation District is hiring
a new Produce Safety Technician!
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The Manistee Conservation District is seeking qualified applicants for a full time
(40 hours a week) Produce Safety Technician position. The Produce Safety Technician
will assist fresh produce growers in assessing safe growing, harvesting, packing, and holding practices on the farm.
The technician will cover Manistee, Benzie,
Grand Traverse, Leelanau, and Antrim counties.
Please follow this link to access the Produce Safety Technician job posting:
https://www.manisteecd2.org/uploads/2/8/1/9/28197077/produce_safety_technician_announcement_rev_k.pdf
You may also contact the Manistee Conservation District
at (231) 889-9666 for additional information!

2020 Outstanding Conservationist
The Conservationist of the Year is a prestigious honor, awarded by the Conservation District to recognize to a farm
or landowner that demonstrated exemplary conservation efforts in the past year and is as a top environmental
steward of the land. In the past, awardees have included those that have supported hazardous waste management,
made great improvements to on-farm manure management, river restoration, innovative ag water use and
protection and more. The 2020 Conservationist of the Year is Mike Windemuller! Mike, a resident of southwest
Michigan, owns a beautiful 157-acre property just a few miles north of the charming village of Fountain in Mason
County.
Mike is an exemplary environmental steward whose conservation-minded activities range from sustainable
agriculture to woodland management. For example, he is an active organic hay farmer and has been for about 15
years. He began exploring approaches to hay farming on land in Iowa and Illinois, and currently grows organic hay
on the property near Fountain. Mike has a passion for buying distressed farms that have not been taken care of for
many years and are in need of a lot of work. He cleans up these farms and gives them life again, which is no easy
task. Mike has specifically said that he finds joy in seeing these farms in better shape than when he acquired them.
Some examples of excellent conservation practices that Mike implements on the farm include protection of
groundwater and surface water by properly storing his fuel, fertilizer, and other chemicals, as well as meticulous
nutrient management to help keep his farm ground sustainable.
Click the button below to read the rest of the article!

Read More
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2021 Tree Sale Pick Up
Our tree sale pick up dates this year will be on Friday April 23rd
and Saturday April 24th. Please stay tuned for a separate email with
information for signing up for a day and time slot to pick up your order.
See you in a few weeks!

Water Quality Corner "The Grass is Always Greener Over the Septic Tank"
Ever wondered exactly how your septic tank works?! First, what is a septic tank? A septic tank is a buried,
watertight tank that is designed to collect and partially treat raw domestic sanitary wastewater. The lighter solids
float to the top of the tank, which is known as the scum layer. Whereas, heavier solids sink to the bottom of the
tank and is known as the sludge layer. The wastewater is then discharged to the drain field for additional treatment
and dispersal, while the solids remain in the septic tank.
Click the button below to read about how a septic tank works!

Read More

Congratulations to Doris Moore!
She is the winner of our $50 gift card drawing
for completing our Conservation Survey.
Thank you, Doris!
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FY 2020 NRCS Program
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is a sister organization to Conservation Districts. Originally
started as a response to the Dust Bowl era,
NRCS relied on guidance from a locally-elected Board of Directors (volunteers) to
focus efforts in soil conservation. Today, NRCS, together with the
Conservation District, provides technical expertise to farmers and private
landowners.NRCS also provides financial assistance for conservation projects
through the Federal Food Securities Act of 2018 (Farm Bill).
In Fiscal Year 2020, our office had a total of 60 NRCS applications between the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP) and Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP). Conservation practices for FY20 applicants
included cover crops, waste management, chemical storage buildings, fuel facilities, wildlife habitat improvements,
tree and shrub establishment and native grass plantings. In fiscal year 2020,
farm bill programs total obligations for Mason County was $657,320
and total obligations for Lake County was $174,657!

Agricultural Mediation Program
The agricultural mediation program is a free, voluntary and confidential program. The program is available to all
types of farmers and ranchers, from small produce operations to large livestock operations. The program is also
available to agribusinesses, agricultural lenders, and USDA agencies. Mediation is available when issues arise
concerning agricultural loans, credit, compliance with farm programs, crop insurance, pesticides, farmer-neighbor
disputes, family farm transitions, etc. The program works to find common ground and discuss resolutions that are
acceptable for all parties.
Click the button below to read more!

Read More

Facebook

Website
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Contact us:
655 North Scottville Rd. | Scottville, MI 49454
Phone: (231) 757-3707 ext. 5
unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences

This email was sent to arhowe@masoncounty.net
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Mason-Lake Conservation District · 655 N. Scottville Rd · Scottville, Michigan 49454 · USA
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